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ORIGIN  OP  THE  BRUNER  FAMILY  IN  AMERICA. 


First  Generation 


The  Bruner  family  in  America  sprang  from  Joseph  Bruner  of  Hanheim, 
Grand.  Duchey  of  Baden,  Upper  Rhine,  Germany.  He  came  to  this  count. ry 
v/ith  his  four  following  named  sons  about  the  year  1726.  He  settled  near 
what  is  now  called  Frederick  (then  Fredericks town ) ,  Frederick  County, 
Maryland.  The  name  "Bruner"  was  originally  spelled  with  two  "n's"  In. 
the  Gorman,  one  "n"  being  dropped  to  conform  to  the  English  pronunciation 


Joseph  Bruner  wa3  a  miller  by  trade,  and  built  a  stone  mill  in 
Fredericks  town;  a  portion  of  which  v/as  still  standing  fifty  years  ago. 
It  is  said  that  he  presented  each  of  his  sons  with  a  fine  tract  of  land 
containing  from  two  to  three  hundred  acres. 


Mention  is  also  made  of  two  daughters  of  Joseph  Bruner;  one  being 
a  Catholic  Nun.  I  have  no  record  of  the  names  of  either,  nor  of  the 
descendants  of  the  one  daughter. 


Second  Generation 

Joseph’s  four  sons,  who  accompanied  him  from  Germany,  were  as 
follows; - 


Jac  ob 
henry 
Elias 
John 

Cur  branch  of  the  family  descended  from  John. 
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Third  Generation 

(First  generation  born  in  America ) 

John's  children  were  as  follows 

Henry 

John 

Stephen 

Jacob 

Michael 

,<e  are  descendants  of  Michael. 


Fourth  General i on 


Michael’s  children  were  as  follows: - 


Adam  (Born  1763  -  Died  October  19,  1846) 
ietor  /  £  S’  £ 

Leonard 
Jacob 


.7  0 

ho 

X. 

1  ■.  O 

flatboat  to 
present  site 


7  U  0 


John 

are  descendants  of  Adam,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  year  ] 
and  his  brother,  Peter,, were  both  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  ••  rm.y . 
the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war  they  descended  the  Ohio  River  by 

wnat  was  then  the  mouth  of  Bear  Grass  Creek  in  Kentucky;  the 
of  Louisville.  They  resided  in  that  vicinity  for  a  number 


■ 
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of  years  and  upon  numerous  occasions  were  forced  to  retire 
i' or t  and  fight  off  Indian  attacks*  dome  years  later 
brother  moved 
married  to  Elizabeth  Rice 


into  the 

.  years  later  Adam  and  his 

into  Breckenridge  County,  Kentucky,  where  Adam  was 


Adam  and  his  brother,  Peter,  are  both  buried  in  the  old  Bruner 
Cemetery  in  Knox  County,  Illinois.  This  Cemetery  is  now  owned  and 
maintained  by  Knox  County,  and  a  monument,  with  a  cannon  placed  upon 
it,  has  oeen  erected  by  the  side  of  the  road  calling  the  attention  of 
passers-by  to  the  Cemetery  some  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  where  these 
old  Revolutionary  Soldiers  lie  buried. 


Fifth  Generation 

Adam's  children  were  as  follows j- 
j  fichael 

Adam  (Born  April  B,  1791  -  Died  April  8,  1349) 
David 

Charley 
h icholas 
Rickman 
Glizabe th 

..e  are  descendants  of  Adam,  who  married  Nancy  Arms. 


Sixth  Generation 


Adam's  children  were  as  follows 

Alf red 
Jon a than 
Owen  C . 

Catherine 

David  S.  (Born  March  8,  1822  -  Died  June  29,  1882) 

Margaret 
i  Hi  am  P. 

Susan  K. 

Joseph 
Mari Ida  J. 

Mary  S. 

;;e  are  descendants  of  David  Simpson  Bruner,  who  married  Mary  A.  French. 

Seventh  Generation 


on 


David  3.  Bruner's  children  were  as  follows 

James  Monroe  (Born  November  10,  1845  -  Died  July  23,  1919) 
Letitia  (Born  November  5,  1847  -  Died  December *8,  1912) 

Joseph  A.  (Born  May  7,  1850  -  Died  January  12,  1989) 
e nr  Lett a  (Born  April  30,  1353  -  Died  February  2,  1399) 

•  •  illlsm  T.  (born  April  30,  185G  -  Died  September  2,  1856) 
O./en  H.  (Born  December  12,  1858)  (Died  May  g-8 

Abort  David  (Born  July  15,  1361)  (0\cd  April  as,  mo) 

■rr  a  descendant  of  Albert  David  Bruner,  who  married  Sophia  M. 
l:F°n  March  8,  1883  at  Earlham,  Iowa. 
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Eiyhth  Generation 

Albert  David  Bruner’s  children  were  as  follows 

Leona  Ethel  (Born  May  25,  1885) 

Orpha  Marie  (Born  May  25,  1891) 

Roland  A .  M  •  (Born  January  7,  1397  -  Died  June  21,  1903) 

Ninth  Generation 

(List  names  of  your  own  children) 


Des  Moinos,  Iowa, 
March  4,  1941* 


lira.  G.  W ♦  Vcnoll, 
121215  E.  45th, 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


you  those  family  records  yesterday,  I  did  not 
'■'■ou  any  of  the  highlights  regarding  the  family 
to  mo  that  a  few  embellishments  might 


Dear  Orpha:- 

..'hen  I  sent 
have  time  to  give  ^ 
history.  It  has  occurred 
add  interest  to  these  records. 

If  you  will  refer  to  tho  Fourth  Generation;  thero  is  u 
tradition  that  whilo  tv/o  of  these  brothers  wero  pioneering  with 
tl\oir  wives  across  country  in  Kentucky  betwoon  nottlcmonts,  one* 

Oi'  them  (Joh.n?)  had  his  wife  stolen  by  tho  Indians;  tho  wlfo  of 
tiio  other  brother  being  killod  at  the  same  time.  John’ 3  wife 
lived  with  tho  Indians  for  several  years  as  tho  wife  of  one  of 
the  Chiefs  and  two  Indian  children  were  born  to  her  during  that 
time.  Meanwhile  her  husband  had  searched  all  over  nor  thorn 
Kentucky  for  her,  and  ho  finally  found  hor  whore  tho  Indians  had 
c o.io  to  a  trading  post.  Through  the  help  of  tho  trader,  sho  and 
her  two  Indian  children  oscaped  and  joined  tho  husband.  They  re¬ 
mained  in  hiding  for  a  number  of  days  and  after  tho  Indians  had 
given  up  the  search,  thoy  crossed  tho  Ohio  River  -over- Into  Indiana. 
Tho  Indian  boy  (known  locally  as  "Indian  Hat”)  was  sort  of  ts-  nomad 
and  spent  most  of  his  time  in  the  woods  hunting  and  wandering  from 
place  to  placo .  Finally  he  failed  to  return  from  one  of  his  hunt¬ 
ing  expeditions  and  nothing  moro  is  known  of  him.  Tho  remaining 
child  was  a  girl,  who  never  seemed  to  become  uccu3to:uod  to  the  ways 
of  the  white  peoplo,  and  finally  returned  to  tho  Indians.  Thoro 
is  considerable  moro  to  this  story,  which  I  will  bo  glad  to  tell 
you  when  wo  have  u  chance  to  talk  it  over. 


You  will  note  thoro  uro  six  sons  and  tv/o  daughters  Its  tod 
in  tho  Fifth  Generation.  It  may  bo  of  interest  to  know  that  all 
of  thoso  sons  excopt  Michael  wero  Methodist  ministers. 


You  will  note  tin  1 
or..'  n  *  u.L  and  trad  tiov> 
c .  ay  L-or.  Adam ,  wno  was 


:  arris d 

■j  Ci  1 1.  .  C  C.' 

pal  years 


complete  her  education. 


1  iO  V/wl£»  Oil  bi 


by  everyone  who  know  her,  and  exerted  a 
in  hor  community. 


i.’ancy  AlVis.  5 ho 
ho  was  a  very  is 
her  son i or,  hoi 
unny  disposition 
grout  influonco 


\;as  an 
ant*  fui 
pod  Lor  to 
,  wus  loved 
for  good 


by  covered  wagon 

. .  Your  own  father,  Albert  D.  Brunor,  camo  to  Iowa/wtth  his 
fa  .illy,  from  noar  Gulosburg,  Illinois  In  the  fall  of  1800.  ho  was 
coven  yours  old  at  tho  time.  Tho  family  settled  noar  Rising  Bun, 
about  fivo  rr.ilos  oast  of  Dos  Moinoa,  and  livod  thoro  until  tho  next 
spring.  Thoy  then  drove  down  to  Linn  County,  Kansas,  stayed  there 
for  a  year  and  a  half  and  returned  to  Iowa  In  the  full  of  1870;  -  ( 
so  til  ing  on  i'ud  Crook,  which  Is  In  tho  eastern  purt  of  Poll:  Couru/yT 
Thoy  later  moved  over  into  Jasper  County  near  Prairie  City,  and 
re.  .inod  in  that  county  for  several  years  until  thoy  movod  to  Doxto 
to  your  Mother  livod.  _____ 


■ 


I 


You  havo  hoard  no  speak  of  Undo  Isaac  and  Aunt  bury 
Hmnor  who  died  a  short  time  aryo.  They  v/oro  cousins  01  your 

!;SSrs.“s,r»si*;=s 

f.n,ov  vlore  p-ivon  a  fine  to  am  and  v;a^o  n  by  hio  latlici  aj  a  ucaainv 
u’oscnt  and  on  the  way  boro  some  horse  thieves  decxded  they 
^  f  n  <-  p  ^  n  cq  they  followed  thorn  to  camp  that  ni^lit  and 

•'onld  urobubly  have  succeeded  in  stealing  the  horses  if  Aunt  r.ou 
;  Ifl-  on  -uffO’-inr  with  an  abscessed  finrer.  She  was  up  ana 
Tont^Z^  She  heard  the,  untying  the  horses  Of  co.,^0 
she  -avo  tlio  alarm  and  Uncle  Joe  jumped  out  with  his  riflo 
a  and  fired  it  into  tho  air;  scaring  them  auay.  At  an,  uu. 
they  cumo  that  noar  to  losing  their  town. 

Uncle  Isaac  and  Aunt  nary  had  been  married  63  years  v.hon 
n-  d'od.  Aunt  fury  survived  lain  by  two  years;  cue.;  O;  u  aa.1, 
X»7  ,..f  tl  ig  of  their  death.  They  were  burled  in  the  little 

comotory  ut  Bondurant,  Iowa;  whore  they  hud  purchased  their  own 
lot  and  erected  a  monument  for  themselves. 


Well,  Orpha,  this 
lievo  it  will  add  to  the 


all  I  will  havo  time  for  now;  but  I  bo< 
interest  of  what  X  havo  already  sont  you. 


i» 


IIBBiFFC 


Sincerely  yours. 


Harry  D.  Bruner. 
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P.  S.  It  was  on  this  Kansas  pil^rima^e  that  my  Father  first  met  the 
^irl  who  was  afterward  to  become  my  Ido  the  r. 


H  •  D  •  B  . 


(Ci.S,  J 


7?  OI793  103 


